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Swami himself, these had to be considered, in justice to him, as they created a stir at the time amongst his admirers and sympathisers.
Turning now from these distracting elements of thought, one finds the Swami supremely happy with the sight of one of his gurubhais relieving hundreds of the starving and the diseased in the famine-stricken district of Murshidabad in Bengal. Out on his wanderings, the Swami Akhandananda was deeply moved at seeing the wide-spread distress in the villages and, though penniless himself, he at once set to work to do what he could in ameliorating it. On hearing of this, the Swami Vivekananda had sent two of his disciples, Swami Nityananda and Brahmachari Sureshwarananda, to help in the work, and had a fund started at once, in which contributions poured in, chiefly from Calcutta, Benares and Madras, and from the Mahabodhi Society. Daily, for months together, the Swami Akhandananda fed four to five hundred helpless people who were on the verge of death from starvation, besides treating and nursing many who were suffering from malarious fever and cholera, regardless of his own safety. The Government authorities began to appreciate this noble and disinterested work, and besides helping it with men and money granted special facilities for procuring rice at much lower than the current rates, The Swami also had five hundred cloths distributed later on to the receipients of his relief. Mr. E. V. Levinge, the Collector and Magistrate of Murshidabad, who presided on the occasion, expressed his pleasure in doing so and acknowledged the debt of gratitude which, he said, he owed to the Swami Akhandananda for the help he had rendered him in the relief of the distress. The Swami, he said, had managed the matter so well that he, as controlling the Government Relief Fund, had been able to relieve himself of all responsibility with regard to the villages covered by the Swami.
The readers would recognise Swami Akhandananda as the Sannyasin who accompanied Swamiji in his wanderings in the Himalayas, Before that he had crossed and re-crossed the